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Determine the rank of a journal in the Journal Citation Report

To be able to use a paper for a cumulative dissertation it has to be published in a
journal, which is listed among the top 80% in its field. This is one of the
prerequisites that has to be fulfilled to permit the use of a paper in a cumulative
thesis. Here we explain, how to determine the ranking of a journal.

1. Log into inCites Journal Citation Report with your campus ID via the university
library using the following link:

https://jcr-clarivate-com.emedien.ub.uni-
muenchen.de/JCRLandingPageAction.action?Init=Yes&SrcApp=IC2LS&SID=H3-
E9PDiMb4T366frGa7wuNX26bWxxlzoZyl-
18x2dzyx2BSx2FhM0gggeA24DghpckAx3Dx3DfoRShqrqO0a97K3kkgKJVbAx3Dx3D-

WwpRYkX4Gz8e7T4uNI5SUQx3Dx3D-wBEjTmx2B0mykqgl8H4kstFLwx3Dx3D
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3. Select the name of the journal, you are interested in and the year your paper was
accepted.

Example: The Lancet, belongs to the category "Medicine, General & Internal — Scie”
with an impact factor of 59.702 in 2018.
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The data in the two graphs below and in the Journal Impact Factor calculation panels represent citation activity in 2018 to items published in the journal in the prior two
years. They detail the components of the Journal Impact Factor. Use the "All Years” tab to access key metrics and additional data for the current year and all prior years
for this journal
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5. Select ,,category” to determine how many journals are part of the same category as the
one you are interested in.
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Example: The category "Medicine, General & Internal — Scie” has 160 journals
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6. Multiply the total number of journals in your caetegory by 0.8 to determine the rank
of the journal at the bottom of the best 80%. Note down the impact factor of the journal
at the bottom of the best 80%.

Example: 160 journals * 0.8 = rank 128. All journals including the one on rank 128 are
within the top 80% of the category "Medicine, General & Internal — Scie”. The journal
on rank 128 has an impact factor of 0.810. All journals within this category with an
impact factor higher than 0.810 are part of the top 80%.
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7. Determine if the journal you are interested in is placed on a rank above the 80%-limit
or has an impact factor better than the one of the journal on the 80% demarcation.

Example: The Lancet is ranked number 2 in its category. Its impact factor of 59.102 is
well above the bottom limit of 0.870. Thus a publication in The Lancet in 2018 would
be part of the top 80% within its field.



